An 18-year-old healthy woman was admitted to our department for further evaluation of a pancreatic mass (45 mm in diameter) 
Introduction

Solid pseudopapillary tumor of the pancreas (SPT) is a relatively rare neoplasm of the pancreas with a high prevalence in young women. Most SPTs are considered to be benign. However, the natural course or natural history of SPT has not yet been clarified due to a lack of reports in the literature on cases with a long follow-up period and several reports have emphasized the presence of cases with SPT showing malignant behavior. We herein report an unusual case of SPT in which the tumor showed a marked decrease in size from 45 mm to 15 mm in 10 years without any treatment. This is the first report describing such marked spontaneous shrinkage in a long-term follow-up.
Case Report F i g u r e 2 . MRI . A ma s s , 4 5 mm i n s i z e , s h o wi n g h y p o i n t e n s i t y i n T 1 WI a n d h y p e r i n t e n s i t y i n T 2 WI c o mp a r e d wi t h t h e n e i g h b o r i n g n o r ma l p a n c r e a t i c p a r e n c h y ma , wa s d e mo n s t r a t e d i n t h e p a n c r e a t i c h e a d ( 1 9 9 7 ) . netic resonance imaging visualized a mass in the pancreatic head showing hypointensity in T1WI and hyperintensity in T2WI compared with the neighboring normal pancreas (Fig. 2) year. In 10 years, the tumor had shrunk from 45 mm to 15 mm in diameter on CT (Fig. 4) (8) (9) (10) .
F i g u r e 3 . Hi s t o l o g i c a l f i n d i n g s o f t h e b i o p s y s p e c i me n . a : P r ol i f e r a t i o n o f t u mo r c e l l s s h o we d p s e u d o p a p i l l a r y a r r a n g eme n t a r o u n d t h e f i b r o v a s c u l a r b u n d l e s ( He ma t o x y l i n a n d E os i n s t a i n i n g , × 1 0 0 ) . b : P AS p o s i t i v e g r a n u l e s we r e r e c o g n i z e d ( P AS s t a i n i n g , × 1 0 0 ) . Al p h a -1 -a n t i t r y p s i n ( AAT ) -p o s i t i v e c e l l s we r e p r o v e n ( AAT s t a i n i n g , × 1 0 0 ) .
F i g u r e 4 . CT . a . T h e ma x i mu m d i a me t e r o f t h e t u mo r wa s 4 5 mm i n 1 9 9 7 . b : I n 2 0 0 1 , t h e ma x i mu m d i a me t e r wa s d e c r e a s e d t o 3 1 mm wi t h c y s t i c c h a n g e i n t h e p e r i p h e r y o f t h e t u mo r ( a r r o w) . c : T h e ma x i mu m d i a me t e r
The prognosis of SPT is generally good with a low prevalence of recurrence after resection and death due to the disease. However, it is also true that there have been reports of cases developing metastasis (11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) , invasion (17) (18) (19) , or recurrence (20) (21) (22) . Malignant potential and its marker in SPT have not yet been elucidated. Yoshioka et al (4) 
